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Hate Crimes
The issue of hate crimes attracts a heated debate in the USA. Some argue that the federal government should come up with federal legislation against hate crimes. In my opinion, the federal government doesn't need to come up with such legislation. One of the reasons against it is that such a policy will be against the freedom of speech, an association enshrined in the First Amendment of the constitution (Szabelska, 2020, p. 307). Americans have the right to express themselves in a manner they deem fit to convey their message. Another thorny issue that comes into play is the mens rea.  It is always essential to determine the intent behind an action. In this case, intent "refers to the degree to which a person meant to commit a particular action or cause a particular result." (Szabelska, 2020, p. 308) Thoughts alone need not be punished because some utterances might be made out of anger or extreme happiness. Punishing emotions will mean forcing Americans to limit their interactions and also doctor their inherent cultures.
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